
Support

At the end of each cycle, COVE teens 
organize a presentation of their work, 
inviting parents, donors, neighbors and 
their peers to a dinner, performance and 
screening.  There are several ways the 
neighborhood, parents and the community 
support and help us continue our role as a 
trusted and consistent presence for young 
people in our community! Visit COVEbx.org  
to donate online, by mail, or give a matching 
gift, donate goods or services, get involved 
as a parent, neighbor or as an alumn! 

Past corporate and foundation supporters 
have included Brooklyn Society of Friends, 
Calvert Giving Fund, Councilman Oliver 
Koppell, Eileen Fisher, Fidelity Charitable Gift, 
Friends Seminary, Marble Collegiate Church, 
NBA, Robert Bowne Foundation, St. James 
Church, The Laura B. Vogler Foundation, 
Ridgewood Savings Bank and The New  
York Yankees Foundation.

Our Partnerships

KGNA/The COVE program partners are  
CTM Dreams and Safety with Dignity.  
We are also grateful for our work with 
Montefiore Adolescent Aids Program, 
Kingsbridge Heights Community Center 
(and their College Readiness Program), 
Center for Educational Options, Mosholu 
Montefiore Community Center, Mosholu 
Preservation Corporation, Northwest Bronx 
Community and Clergy Coalition and their 
youth organization, Sistas and Brothers 
United, and University Neighborhood 
Housing Program (UNHP).

Board of Directors: Leo Lewkowitz, Josh Millis, 
Grace Perry, Lyn Pyle, Jessica Rivera, Justin Toro

Board of Advisors: Marissa Lewis, Program Officer, 
Pershing Foundation; Lissette Marrero, Deputy 

Director, Montefiore, Adolescent Aids Program; 
Charlie Shayne, retired CEO Kingsbridge Heights 

Community Center; Ruth Wenger, Minister,  
North Bronx Mennonite

Auxiliary: Tenira Forman, Carolyn Harting, 
Wendoly Marte, Miriam Neptune

Part-Time Staff: Program Director, Aisha Norris; 
Teaching Artist, Jamal Hodge; Financial Manager, 

Justin Toro; Development Director, Viv Cotte; 
Parent Coordinator, Ebony Prescott

Knox Gates Neighborhood Association/ 
The COVE

3418 Gates Place  | Bronx, NY 10467 
T: (718) 405-1312  |  F: (718) 882-2454

www.COVEbx.org

The Knox Gates Neighborhood Association (KGNA) is a 501(c)
(3) non-profit organization, supported by private foundations, 
corporations, and individuals who value the power and promise 
of our youth and the difference that The COVE is making. 
All contributions made to the Knox Gates Neighborhood 
Association/The COVE are tax deductible to the full extent 
allowed by law and will be acknowledged in writing.

The COVE Media Arts & Literacy 
Program runs for 24-weeks, Monday 
through Thursday from 4:00PM to 
8:00PM. Young people are divided 
in two groups: one group meets 
Mondays and Wednesdays, and the 
second group meets Tuesday  
and Thursdays.

Fridays and Saturdays feature health 
and fitness programs as follows: 
Friday, 7:00PM to 8:00PM Zumba® for 
adults; Saturday, 11:00AM to 2:00PM 
Martial Arts for all ages taught by 
a world class instructor, Abdul Aziz 
Shihan; Saturday, 2:00PM to 4:00PM 
Health & Beauty for teens interested 
in a career in cosmetology.

Summer offers an intense 7-week 
program in July and August for SYEP 
teens and a select group of Knox 
Gates young people on scholarship. 
Summer Friday’s serves as teen night 
providing trips to all five boros.

The COVE (Community Organized  
with a Vision of Excellence)  
is a Media Arts & Literacy 

Program serving youth in a high-
needs area of the Norwood 

section of the Bronx for 25 years. 
The COVE’s Media Arts & Literacy 
Program is operated by the Knox 
Gates Neighborhood Association, 

a grassroots community 
organization formed by area 

residents to offer an alternative 
for youth.
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Our Mission

The Knox Gates Neighborhood Association 
believes in the power of community. Together 
our neighborhood youth, adults, and elders 
have organized to create The COVE, a safe 
space that provides neighborhood teens 
with after-school and summer programs. The 
COVE Media Arts & Literacy Program offers 
our neighborhood teens college and career 
readiness and a place to learn self-reliance, 
respect for others, and the skills to live full, 
cooperative, and productive lives.

Our History

The Knox Gates Neighborhood  
Association (KGNA), a grassroots 
community organization of area residents, 
was organized in 1977 to target the drug 
trafficking, violence, and neglect that 
were pushing our community towards 
deterioration and despair. In 1988, with 
additional help from foundations and local 
institutions, a group of teens and neighbors 
rehabilitated a donated neighborhood 
basement and initiated our youth after-school 
and summer programs. Since 2010, KGNA/
The COVE has collaborated with CTM 
Dreams to offer an excellent Media Arts & 
Literacy Program. The Board and staff of 
The COVE have gained skills and invaluable 
experience in how to design, staff, promote 
and deliver a meaningful and fun filled, 
neighborhood based youth program. 
Today, nearly 25 years stronger, we enjoy 
and are proud of our role as a trusted and 
consistent presence for young people in  
our community.

The COVE’s Media Arts & 
Literacy Program helps teens 
to improve their academic, 
as well as communication 
and interpersonal skills, and 
the ability to understand 
and collaborate with others 
different from themselves. 
COVE teens create 
their own public service 
announcements, music 
videos, documentaries 
and film shorts about 
issues of interest to their 
peers, and in the process 
they learn marketable 
media and computer skills 
such as all steps of video 
production from proposal 
and script writing to acting, 
graphic design, blogging, 

photography and editing. The curriculum to create these 
projects have been developed to meet the Common Core 
State Standards for speaking and listening, reading, writing and 
language for 9th through 12th grades. Young Women’s and 
Young Men’s empowerment groups focus on subjects such as 
self esteem and healthy relationship building fostering them to 
think about their lives in new ways.  The program also provides 
homework help, mediation and conflict resolution skills, college 
preparation, career readiness, and recreation. 

Our Program

Each year 80 to 100 neighborhood teens, 
their parents, and neighbors participate in 
COVE programs.


